
 

 

 

 
City Manager’s 

Office 

 

City of Falls City 

299 Mill St  

Falls City, OR 97344 

Ph. (503) 787-3631 

manager@ fallscityoregon.gov 

 

 
 

March 20, 2020 
 
 
Re: COVID-19 Update 
 
 
Dear Citizen,  
 
It’s hard to remember a time where we, as a society, have faced such severe health and 
economic hardship. It is downright scary to think that an invisible enemy could place you or a 
loved one at the brink overnight. It is almost just as scary to wonder how you will put food on the 
table and a roof overhead. As a US Marine and combat veteran I’ve found myself in several 
situations that threaten my life or wellbeing and one of the worst parts of them all was the not 
knowing. Not knowing what is coming makes it impossible to prepare for it. The blank spots get 
filled with worst case scenarios, and the fear begins to overtake logic.  
 
In an effort to keep you informed and avoid some of that fear, the City is providing regular 
updates on the COVID-19 virus and the response thereto.  Please read on for more information.  
 
REMEMBER- The more we follow the guidance, the quicker we get back to normal life! 

 Wash your hands! 
o The virus lives on surfaces and in saliva droplets  

 Keep your distance! 
o Saliva droplets travel several feet in the air when people breath, speak, sneeze, 

or cough 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow! 

 Clean, clean, clean!   
o The virus can live on surfaces for an unknown period of time 

 Self-Quarantine and CALL your primary physician or Polk County Health 
Department if you’ve been exposed or have any symptoms! 
 

Please Help. If you know someone who is elderly or otherwise medically feeble, please check 
on them. If they aren’t receiving the resources they need, please help them arrange for them. If 
you aren’t sure where to find said resources, or there don’t seem to be any available, please call 
City Hall and provide us with their information.  
 
States of Emergency. The federal government, State of Oregon, County of Polk, and many 
other city, county, state, and international governments have declared states of emergency. 
Many of the mentioned cities have no cases of COVID-19 to report, so why declare a state of 
emergency?  
 
Many cities have an ordinance granting special powers to administration to deal with emergency 
situations once a declaration has been made. These may include diverting funds, avoiding 
procurement rules and more. Additionally, the declaration provides access to state and federal 



funds, as needed and available, to deal with the emergency. So, while there are no actual sick 
people, the declaration changes the rules for if/when there are.  
 
Why Hasn’t Falls City Declared a State of Emergency? Falls City currently lacks an 
Emergency Ordinance. This means the special powers for administration would need to be 
granted by the City Council individually, instead of through an emergency declaration. 
Ultimately, this leaves only ‘access to funds’ as the reason to declare an emergency and that 
requires a specific need. Falls City currently has no specific needs related to the emergency 
because there are no cases here and no city expenditures occurring due to the emergency.  
The City is prepared to declare an emergency at a moment’s notice if needed.  
 
Where Does That Leave Us? Despite no Emergency Ordinance, Falls City has a robust 
Emergency Operations Plan that provides special guidance for public health emergencies like 
this one. Currently, the City is following that plan and deferring to the guidance from our State 
and Federal leadership. Additionally, the City has taken the following measures to preserve the 
health and wellbeing of our citizens: 
 

1. The Falls City Fire Department is ready with appropriate measures to respond to calls 
for service.  

2. Community Facilities are closed, other than activities deemed necessary for health and 
safety by the City’s Emergency Manager.  

a. Special cleaning provisions are being followed when use is necessary.  
3. City Hall is open, but doing business through the customer window in the foyer and 

telephone.  
4. All City Events have been cancelled; currently through April 15, 2020.  
5. Utility shut-offs and penalties are waived through the end of the emergency declaration 

by the State of Oregon.  
6. Community leaders (Mayor, City Manager, Fire Officers, School District, Faith Based 

Institutions) are meeting regularly to establish the channels for supporting high risk or 
inflicted community members if they have a need.   

 
If we all do our part this harrowing chapter in our shared history will be a fleeting memory in no 

time at all. Keep your hands clean, your chin up, and remember… it’s the rainy days that make 

us appreciate the sun!  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Macahan “Mac” Corthell, JD 

City Manager 


